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Course description* 
This course is part of a national program which enables students an opportunity to earn college credit for high school work. In 
preparation for the National Advanced Placement Exam, students will be expected to do extensive reading of primary source 
documents, develop analytical essays, and demonstrate critical-thinking skills by identifying significant themes in American history. 
This course chronologically examines the development of the United States, beginning in 1491 and moving through to the present 
day. Students taking the course are required to take the Advanced Placement Exam in May, which provides an opportunity to earn 
college credit. 

Credit weight* 
Advanced Placement if student takes the AP Exam in May.  
 

 
 

Priority Standards* 

Semester 1 & 2: Standards aligned with College Board’s AP History Disciplinary Practices and Reasoning Skills 

AP History Disciplinary Practices 

Practice 1: Analyzing Historical Evidence  

● Students will be assessed on their ability to… 
○ Primary Source Analysis 

■ Describe historically relevant information and/or arguments within a source. 
■ Explain how a source provides information about the broader historical setting within 

which it was created. 
■ Explain how a source's point of view, purpose, historical situation, and/or audience might 

affect a source's meaning. 
■ Explain the relative historical significance of a source's point of view, purpose, historical 

situation, and/or audience. 
■ Evaluate a source's credibility and/or limitations. 

○ Secondary Source Analysis  
■ Describe the claim or argument of a secondary source, as well as the evidence used. 
■ Describe a pattern or trend in quantitative data in non-text-based sources. 
■ Explain how a historian's claim or argument is supported with evidence. 
■ Explain how a historian's context influences the claim or argument. 
■ Analyze patterns and trends in quantitative data in non-text-based sources. 
■ Evaluate the effectiveness of a historical claim or argument.  

Practice 2: Argument Development 

● Make a historically defensible claim in the form of an evaluative thesis. 
● Support an argument using specific and relevant evidence. 
● Use historical reasoning to explain relationships among pieces of historical evidence. 
● Consider ways that diverse or alternative evidence could be used to qualify or modify an argument. 



 
AP History Reasoning Skills 

Skill 1: Contextualization 

● Describe an accurate historical context for a specific historical development or process. 
● Explain how a relevant context influenced a specific historical development or process. 
● Use context to explain the relative historical significance of a specific historical development or process. 

 

Skill 2: Comparison 

● Describe similarities and/or differences between different historical developments or processes. 
● Explain relevant similarities and/or differences between specific historical developments and processes. 
● Explain the relative historical significance of similarities and/or differences between different historical 

developments or processes. 

Skill 3: Causation 

● Describe causes or effects of a specific historical development or process. 
● Explain the relationship between causes and effects of a specific historical development or process. 
● Explain the difference between primary and secondary causes, and between short-and long-term effects. 
● Explain the relative historical significance of different causes and/or effects. 

Skill 4: Continuity and Change Over Time 

● Describe patterns of continuity and/or change over time. 
● Explain patterns of continuity and/or change over time. 
● Explain the relative historical significance of specific historical developments in relation to a larger 

pattern of continuity and/or change. 

Grading Categories* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

 Category Percent Weights* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

Unit Assessments (Common for all instructors of this course) 50 % 

Quizzes 20 % 

Projects 30 % 

Leyden High School D212 Common Grading Scale*: 90 - 100  A; 80-89  B; 70 - 79  C; 60 - 69 D; Below 60- F

Materials Needed 
● Fraser, James W. By the People. 2015. 
● Spiral notebook with perforated edges, three ring binder, loose-leaf paper, dividers, highlighters, pens & pencils.  



Retake/Late Work/Missing Assignment Policy 
● Daily Assignments: If absent, it is the student’s responsibility to follow the reading pacing guide, which 

assigns pages from the textbook to read. Please email Ms. Heppeler for information regarding class on 
the days you are absent.  

● Multi-Day Assignments (Essays, Projects, etc.): These are due on the required due date. Any extension 
due to extreme circumstances must be discussed prior to the due date. There will be one grade 
deduction for each day the assignment is late. 

● Quizzes and Tests:   Class time is NOT to be used to complete missing quiz or test. If you are absent on 
the day of a quiz or test, you have two days to complete missing work. There will be a one grade 
reduction for each day beyond the two days. It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to schedule a time to make up 
the unit test or quiz. Please schedule a time to make-up the work before or after school. 

Other information 

Remember, the dividends you earn from this course will be proportionate to the investment you make…so 
basically, what you put into this class will be the return you get. 

 
 


